Paving the Way and Passing the Torch
Mary H H Ensom I n January 2015, I announced my intention to step down as Editor of the Canadian Journal of Hospital Pharmacy (CJHP), effective February 2016, a date that marked the end of my 10th year as Editor and my 20th year on the Editorial Board. It has been a richly rewarding experience to be intimately involved in ensuring that new knowledge is disseminated to other hospital pharmacists, clinicians, educators, and scientists around the world, who can incorporate it into their practices or further build on the work of the Journal's authors. However, I am keenly aware that leaders, no matter how effective they are, have biases and tendencies. Thus, it is critical for an enterprise as vital as our Journal to periodically change its leadership. Undoubtedly, the new Editor will have preferences, biases, and a leadership style that will mark the new editorial term, but it is time for me to pass the torch.
During my tenure as Editor, I worked with some exceptionally talented and committed Associate Editors, hundreds of authors and peer reviewers, dedicated publication administrators and other CSHP staff members, a copyeditor extraordinaire, and many others who continue to provide invaluable contributions to make the CJHP what it is today. In particular, I am indebted to the Associate Editors, all of whom have contributed their unique perspectives and skills and who have worked tirelessly to enhance the Journal's quality. Through its successes and challenges, the entire editorial team has inextricably bonded as only those experiencing the fellowship of shared commitment and determination can bond.
Archiving in PubMed Central (since 2009) has helped to greatly expand the Journal's audience beyond hospital pharmacists so that it now includes clinical scientists, clinical pharmacists, educators, preceptors, hospital pharmacy administrators, and students, not just in Canada but globally. Our Journal is one of a very small cadre of hospital pharmacy journals (n = 8 in the NCBI database within the National Library of Medicine catalogue), only one of which is currently indexed in MEDLINE. Furthermore, the CJHP is unique in its global editorial board and
